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2012 Festival Dates

Pesach/Matzoh’s – April 6-13; Shavuot- May 27;  Sukkot- Oct. 2-9
Castes and Religion

  Life in India is regulated to a certain degree by the societal/governmental caste system.  All people in India are required to belong to a certain caste and religion which they must declare on their educational certificates and governmental job applications.  All the sub castes are divided into one of four classifications of castes.   Scheduled Tribes(ST), Scheduled Castes(SC), Backward Castes(BC) and Other Castes(OC). 

  What caste one will be in will be determined by their family societal background, religion and economic stability.  The ST, SC and BC castes will receive reservations in the colleges and government jobs, thus one belonging to one of these castes must get a governmental caste certificate from an authorized agency proving their status of the particular caste.   People in these castes are also not required to make as high as OC castes on certain educational exams in order to pass.  OC castes receive no governmental benefits or reservations, thus caste certificates are not necessary for them.  

  People professing to belong to a religion that follows the Bible must be members of either the ST, BC-C or OC castes.  The BC section is further divided into four sections A,B,C, and D.  Only the BC-C section of the Backward Castes are allowed to list their religion as Christian or Jewish.  If someone is a member of the SC caste or BC-A,B or D it is not permissible to list their religion as Jewish or Christian.   Thus, if they want to list their religion as Christian or Jewish they must change their caste, to either BC-C or OC.   The SC castes and non BC-C castes receive a greater level of reservations in the colleges and governmental jobs than the BC-C castes.  Thus many people who have joined Christianity or Judaism will still continue to list their religion as Hindu, Moslem, etc… in order to maintain the maximum amount of governmental benefits.   This is a common practice that I would estimate that fifty percent or more of the Bible believers in Andhra Pradesh still follow, as the majority of the professed Bible believers in Andhra are from the SC castes or BC-A,B, and D castes.  Some professed Christians have two names a Hindu name for their job and a Christian name for their Assembly associates.  
  This is a direct and indirect violation of Yahweh’s Law.  If an immersed follower of Yahweh claims to be Hindu or Moslem, it is a false witness, transgressing the ninth commandment.  Indirectly they have taken Yahweh’s Name in vain in that they have professed to be followers of Yahweh but now are telling the government that they are still in another religion, thus transgressing the third commandment.  They have denied to the government that they are followers of the Bible in order to gain some monetary benefit thus they have another deity(money) in their life before Yahweh, thus transgressing the first commandment.  By doing such things they are dishonoring their Heavenly Father, thus transgressing the fifth commandment.  If they teach their children to do the above they are spiritually transgressing the sixth and eighth commandments.

  What did Yahshua Mashiach say concerning this?  “Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men,  him will I confess also before My Father which is in heaven. 33But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 10:32,33.

  “Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 35For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. 36For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 38Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” Mark 8:34-38.

The apostle Paul said, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny us:” 2Tim. 2:12

  The followers of Yahweh in Andhra should not deny their faith in Yahweh and Yahshua in order to gain some monetary benefit.  We might lose benefits that man can give in this world when we profess to be followers of the Deity of the Bible, but we will gain the blessing of Yahweh which is the most important thing to have.  “ The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of Elohim lives forever.” 1 John 2:17 
Available publications and resources.

2012 Calendar with beautiful pictures and all festival dates.  See preview at:  www.sevendayweek.com in the articles tab. 16 Rs.

Book of Yashar (Telugu Edition) 100Rs. 

5 Sacred Name Song CD’s (Telugu) – Yerushalema,3 pack;  Sthiratarithevadu; Aanamdaveella; Padi Agnalu; Kirtnalu 119.  Each cd 50Rs.

Parishuda Lekhanamulu 10 book version of the Scriptures with Sacred Names, 100Rs. 

Halleluyah (Evangelistic pamplet) 10 Rs.

Basic Hebrew learning pamplet, Telugu. 10 Rs.

What is His Name, What is His Son’s Name?  pamplet Telugu and English, Rs. 10

Nazarene Israel(Telugu) Rs. 60

Siddur(Telugu Jewish prayer book) 15Rs.

Shophars made from Sheep horn - about Rs. 500 depending on the size. Available from Pas. Karunakar   
Jewish style Talits with attached Tzit Tzits.  Woolen or cotton, depending on the style about 800Rs.  Contact br. M. Madhu Babu at: 8886273009

For any of the above resources see the contact at the bottom of this newsletter. 

Do the wicked burn forever and ever?  

When a person dies that has chosen a life of sin over a life of righteousness, what is their fate in the afterlife?  Some believe that the Bible teaches that they will burn in hell forever and ever.  There are some verses in the Scriptures that seem to say this but what do the majority of the Scriptures say?  Many verses show that the reward of the wicked is death, not eternal life in hell;  Jn. 3:16(the wicked shall perish); Rom. 6:23(the wages of sin is death); Mal. 4:1,3(The wicked will become ashes under your feet);  Eze. 18:20(the soul that sins, it shall die.)  Eternal life is only promised to those who follow in Yahweh’s commandments and have the faith of Yahshua Mashiach.  See Rev. 22:14(those doing the commandments get to eat of the tree of life; Rev. 14:12(Yahweh’s saints keep the commandments and have the faith of Yahshua).  John 14:6(No man reaches 
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the Father except through Yahshua Mashiach.) Mt. 19:16,17(Those keeping the commandments inherit eternal life.)

  Mankind is not innately immortal, only Yahweh is immortal, 1Tim. 6:16.  Eternal life is only granted to the righteous who are allowed to partake of the tree of life each month in the New Yarushalem, Rev.2:7; 22:12.  The wicked are not allowed to eat of the tree of life thus they do not inherit eternal life… in hell.  

   For ever explained. In 1Sam.1:22 Hannah said, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before Yahweh, and he will live there forever.”  Here the term forever obviously means, “as long as he lives”; also later Hannah said, “I have lent him to Yahweh; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to Yahweh.” vs. 28.  In Jonah 2:6 the word forever meant three days and nights.  In Ex. 21:6 forever meant as long as the man lived or until the year of Jubilee, see Lev. 25:10.  In Dt. 23:3 forever meant “to the tenth generation”.  From these and other verses we can see that the term “forever” in the Scriptures signified, “until the end of something’s existence”.  So when we read in Rev.20:10, “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”, this is meaning that the ones in the lake of fire burn until their existence is finished. Compare Eze.28:18,19; 2Pet. 3:10-13; Mal.4:1,3.

Worm not dieing, unquenchable fire

  In Isa.66:24, we read, “And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against Me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.” Yahshua Mashiach also quoted from this verse in Mark 9:44.  The Hebrew word for worm in Isa.66:24 is toleah;  in Isa. 1:18 this same word is translated as “crimson” and is used as symbol of sin, “though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  The Toleah worm would be used to make red dye that clothes would be stained with thus Isaiah symbolizes this staining of the toleah to how sin stains our life.  Then the same prophet uses this same word to say that “their toleah shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched”.  Another way of saying this would be that the stain of sin in their life will not be removed, it will stay on their life till their existence is extinguished in the cleansing fire of Yahweh.  The fire cannot be quenched in that it cannot be put out until it has completely consumed that upon which it is burning.  John said the same thing in Rev. 20:9, “and fire came down from Elohim out of heaven, and devoured them.”, vs. 14 “this is the second death”.  An unquenchable fire will burn the wicked in the final day of judgment until it has completely consumed them.

Rich Man and Lazarus

 In Luke 16:19-21 Yahshua told a parable about a rich man that died and was thrown in a Lake of Fire and was burning in great torment while he could see and talk with Abraham and another man named Lazarus.  The dictionary defines a parable as, “a literary device in which a short narrative, either true or fictitious, illustrates moral or spiritual truth.”  So a parable is not necessarily a true story.  In the Rich Man and Lazarus parable we know this could not be a true parable in that it depicts people going straight to heaven or hell at death.  Whereas the Scriptures teach that man rests in the grave until the judgment, over and over in the Scriptures the dead are spoken of as being in an unconscious sleep,(for further explanation of the state of the dead see Newsletter #8 at www.sevendayweek.com in the Newsletter section).  

  So what lesson was Yahshua trying to teach in telling this Parable?  Yahshua showed in the parable that after death in this world that there is no second chance for someone to change their eternal status, vs.26.  Yahshua also showed that the writings of Mosheh and the prophets are sufficient for our salvation, vs.31.   

   Yahshua was also making a parody of the Pharisees understanding of the afterlife.  Although unfound in the O.T. Scriptures the Jews in Yahshua's time had the idea that there was an eternal burning place for sinners, as can be seen from the writings of post-exilic Jewish writers, such as Josephus. If the understanding of the Pharisees was correct concerning the afterlife, most people would probably not want to be there.  If the righteous could listen to the cries and pleadings of the people burning in hell throughout eternity, could they really be happy in heaven?  It would take a sadistic type of person to enjoy such a place.

  The aspects of Yahweh’s character are given in Ex.34:6,7.  He is merciful, gracious, and just.  To burn someone in fire throughout the unending ages of eternity for a few years of sinning is neither merciful, gracious nor just.  This idea is totally out of harmony with everything that is shown of the nature of our loving Heavenly Father throughout the Scriptures.  This wicked world will eventually be burned in a great cleansing fire but the fire will completely consume all sinners and afterwards Yahweh will create a new Heaven and Earth wherein will dwell righteousness.  

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before Elohim; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. Rev. 20:12-14

Pastors within the Assemblies of Yahweh Ministries in India which have state marriage licences.  Y. Sunith Premanand-Hyderabad, D.S. Paul-Rajamundry, E.G. dt.,V. Nova-Eluru, W.G. dt., MPS Raju-Reddy Polavaram, W.G. dt.
Teachers and Administrators wanted

  A.Y. English Medium School in Kambotlapalem is looking for qualified English speaking teachers in all subjects who are willing to locate to Kambotlapalem village.  For Kindergarten, teachers with English ability are required.  For I-V class, English ability with a teacher training certificate or Bed is required.  For VI-X class, English speaking teachers trained in the subject that they teach is required.  Special consideration will be given to teachers who have studied I-X class in English medium.  We teach Bible classes on Sabbath day so those knowing the Scriptures and Bible songs and able to teach them to children will be given special consideration.  Prospective candidates should contact Principal P. John Keats at: 8978610638
Assemblies of Yahweh Ministries contacts:
Elder G. Raja Prasad                     br. Matithyah,                         

9-9-43 Mangapuram Colony    email-Yahweh@vsnl.com
Vishakhapatnam,A.P. 53001    www.sevendayweek.com
0891-2575569 or 9848112403      001-91-9951816038
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